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Curriculum Vitae 

Jan Fredrik Støren Tøssebro 

 

Born:   November 8, 1954, Male 

Current position: Professor of Social Work, Norwegian University of Science and Technology and 

Researcher, NTNU Social Research and 

Home address:  Bromstadekra 27 b, N-7046 Trondheim, Norway 

E-mail:   jan.tossebro@ntnu.no 

Home page (Norw.): http://samforsk.no/Sider/Ansatte/Jan-Tøssebro.aspx 

 

Education/highest academic degree 

PhD in social science (sociology), University of Trondheim, Norway, 1985 

 

Employment history: 

2018 -  Researcher/professor, NTNU Social Research/NTNU 

2014 -  2018 Director, NTNU Social Research/ Professor NTNU 

2012 - 2014 Research manager, NTNU Social research/ Professor, NTNU 

1997 – Professor of Social Work; Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) 

1990 – 1997  Associate professor in Sociology, University of Trondheim 

1994 – 1999 Research Director (20%), The Research Council of Norway, Programme of Special Education  

1988 – 1990 Associate professor in Social Science, Trondheim College of Intellectual Disability Nursing  

1984 – 1987 Research Fellow, Institute of Social Research in Industry 

1981 – 1984 Scholarship/research assistant, University of Trondheim 

 

Posts, elected positions,  etc.: 

Outside the Norwegian University of Science and Technology 

 National expert, Academic Network of European Disability Experts, 2008 – 2015  (EU funded) 

 Member, the Norwegian Equality Tribunal, 2008-12 

 Chair, advisory board for the National Institute on Intellectual Disability and Community Services, 

2010-2012 

 Member, Public committee on comprehensive protection against discrimination (NOU 2008: 1; 

NOU 2009: 14 (public committee reports)), 2007-09 

 President; the Norwegian State Council on Disability, www.srff.no, 2003-07 

 Member; Public Committee on Disability Rights Legislation, (NOU 2005: 8 Equality and 

Accessibility), 2002-05 

 Member; the National Council on Research Ethics in Social Sciences and Humanities, 2000-03 

 Member; Public Committee on Disability Policy Strategies, (NOU 2001: 22 From User to Citizen), 

1999-2001 

 Board member; Norwegian Centre for Child Research, 1997-2002 

 President; the Nordic Network on Disability Research, 1997-98 

 President; the Nordic Association on Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 1995-97 

 Editor; Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research, 2002-2004 

 Member; editorial board of Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 1996 –  

 Member, editorial board of Journal of Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 2004 –  

 

A number of posts/positions at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (not listed) 

 

Research grants  

Selection of research projects initiated and directed by Jan Tøssebro (after 2010). 

 A study of a pilot program for protection of adults not able to protect themselves against abuse 

(2017-20). Funded by the Directorate of Children, Youth and Family 

 Evaluation of an initiative from the employers federation to recruit people with disabilities (2016-17) 

Funded by the Ministry of employment 

 Statistical indicators in Norway’s report on the UNCRPD (2016) Funded by the Directorate of 

Children, Youth and Family 
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 Extensive services in peoples’ homes (2014-2018) Funded by the Research Council of Norway 

 Living conditions for disabled people (2014-2015) Funded by the Directorate of Children, Youth and 

Family 

 Parents with intellectual disabilities (2013-14) Funded by the Directorate of Children, Youth and 

Family 

 Work and housing for intellectually disabled people (2012-2013)  Funded by the Directorate of 

children, youth and family 

 Siblings of disabled children (2011-2012) Funded by the directorate of children, youth and familiy 

 Disabled young people between benefits and the labour market (2011-2014) Funded by 

Extrastiftelsen 

 Disability and Work Assessment Procedures (2011-13) Funded by NAV FARVE 

 Living conditions of intellectually disabled people (2009-2011). Funded by NAKU, the Directorate 

of Health and the Directorate of Children, Youth and family 

 Growing up with disability (1998-2013) 

o Part four (2009-2010). Funded by the Directorate of Health 

o Part five (2011-2013) Funded by the Directorate of Children, Youth and Family 

 Diversity on the labour market (2009-2012). Funded by Nordforsk 

 

Research projects directed by others (after 2010) 

 DISCIT: Making persons with disabilities full citizens (2013-16) Funded by the European Union. 

Directed by Bjørn Hvinden, NOVA, Oslo 

 Academic Network of European Disability Experts (ANED). Funded by EU. Directed by professor Mark 

Priestley, University of Leeds (2008-2014) 

 Reassessing the Nordic Welfare Model (2007-2012). One of two virtual Centres of Excellence in 

Welfare research funded by Nordforsk (Nordic Council of Ministers), directed by Bjørn Hvinden, 

NOVA, Oslo 

 

Supervision:   

PhD: 28 students, 24 so far passed public defence (5 sociology, 15 social work, 3 health science); 

Master: 36 students, 33 so far passed final exam (13 sociology, 20 social work/health science/disability and 

society) 

 

 

Selection of publications (2010 and after) 

 

A. In English 

Journal articles: 

Gustavsson, A, Kittelsaa, A & Tøssebro, J (2017) Successful schooling for pupils with intellectual disabilities: 

the demand for a new paradigm. European Journal of Special Needs Education, 32, 491-492 

Gustavsson, A, Kittelsaa, A & Tøssebro, J (2017) Successful schooling: a complex phenomenon. European 

Journal of Special Needs Education, 32, 469-483 

Tøssebro, J. & Wendelborg, C. (2017) Marriage, separation and beyond. A longitudinal study of Families of 

children with intellectual and developmental disabilities in a Norwegian context. Journal of Applied 

Research in Intellectual Disabilities. 30, 121-132 

Tøssebro, J., Midjo, T, Paulsen, V. & Berg, B (2017) Prevalence, trends and custody among children of parents 

with intellectual disabilities in Norway. Journal of Applied Research in Intellectual Disabilities, 30, 

533-542 

Tøssebro, J (2016). Scandinavian disability policy. From deinstitutionalisation to non-discrimination and 

beyond. Alter European Journal of Disability Research. 10, 111-123 

Wendelborg, C. & Tøssebro, J. (2016) Self-reported health and sickness benefits among parents of children with 

a disability. Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research, 18, 210-221 

Wik, SE & Tøssebro, J (2014) Motivation for work among non-working disabled people in Norway in a life 

course perspective. Alter European Journal of Disability Research, 8, 40-52 



3 

 

Magnus, E & Tøssebro, J (2014). Negotiating individual accommodation in higher education. Scandinavian 

Journal of Disability Research 16, 316-332 

Tøssebro, J (2012): Two decades of disability research in Norway, Scandinavian Journal of Disability Research,  

15 (supplement), 71-89 

Tøssebro, J. et al. (2012). Normalization fifty years beyond – current trends in the Nordic countries. Journal of 

Policy and Practice in Intellectual Disabilities, 9: 134-146  

Molden, TH and J Tossebro (2012): Disability measurement: Impact on research results. Scandinavian Journal 

of Disability Research, 14, 340-357 

Martinez-Leal, R et al (several authors including J Tossebro) (2011) The impact of living arrangements and 

deinstitutionalisation in the health status of persons with intellectual disability in Europe. Journal of 

Intellectual Disability Research, 55, 858-872 

Wendelborg, C. & J. Tøssebro (2011): Educational arrangements and social participation with peers among 

children with disabilities in regular schools, International Journal of Inclusive Education, 15, 497-512, 

Haveman, M et al (several authors including J Tøssebro) (2011) Ageing and health status in adults with 

intellectual disabilities. Journal of Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, 36: 49-60 

Perry, J. et al (several authors including J. Tøssebro) (2010): A multidimentional assessment battery for 

collecting data on health indicators relevant to people with intellectual disabilities. Journal of 

Intellectual Disability Research, 54, 981-991  

Molden, T.H. & J. Tøssebro (2010): Measuring disability in survey research: comparing current measurements 

within one data set,  Alter; European Journal of Disability Research, 4, 174-189  

Veenstra, M. et al (several authors including Tøssebro, Jan) (2010) Sampling and ethical issues in a multicenter 

study on health of people with intellectual disabilities. Journal of Clinical Epidemiology, 63, 1091-

1100  

Wendelborg, C. & J. Tøssebro (2010): Marginalisation processes in inclusive education in Norway – a 

longitudinal study of classroom participation Disability and Society, 25, 701-714 

 

Books/ book chapters 

Tøssebro, J. & Wendelborg, C. (in press). Disabled children. In Langford, M., Skivenes, M & Søvig, K.: 

Measuring child rights in Norway, Oslo, Universitetsforlaget 

Tøssebro, J & Hvinden ,B. (2017) Operational definitions of disability – usable in comparative research? In 

Halvorsen et al (Eds.) Active citizenship in Europe vol 1. London, Palgrave 

Halvorsen, R, Hvinden, B, Beadle-Brown, J, Biggeri, M, Tøssebro, J and Waldscmidt, A (2017). (Eds.). 

Understanding the lived experiences of persons with disabilities in nine countries. London, 

Routledge (editor, co-author chapter 1 and 13) 

Tøssebro, J & C. Wendelborg (2015): An ordinary family? Families of children growing up with disabilities. 

In R. Traustadottir, B. Berg, S. Egilsson & B. Ytterhus (Eds.), Childhood and Disability in the 

Nordic Countries. London: Palgrave 

Tøssebro, J (2015). Disabled children and welfare policies in the Nordic countries: Historical overview. In R. 

Traustadottir, B. Berg, S. Egilsson & B. Ytterhus (Eds.), Childhood and Disability in the Nordic 

Countries. London: Palgrave 

 

B. Scandinavian languages 

Journal articles: 

Wik, S & Tøssebro, J (2017). Når politikken treffer bakken. Arbeidsavklaring og oppfølging av unge 

funksjonshemmede i Nav. Fontene forskning, 10, 4-17 

Molden, TH & Tøssebro, J (2013). Trender i yrkesdeltakelsen for personer med nedsatt funksjonsevne, 1973 -

2010. Tidsskrift for velferdsforskning, 16, 31.47 

 

Books/ book chapters 

Tøssebro, J. & Wendelborg, C. (in press). Idealer og realiteter – perspektiv og eksempel fra forskning om 

funksjonshemming. [Ideals and reality – perspective and example from disablility research]. I Berg, B. 

mfl. (Eds). Marginalitet, sårbarhet, mestring. Oslo, Universitetsforlaget 
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Tøssebro, J. (2015) Fritid før og nå [Leisure activities; earlier and present] in Midsunstad & Bliksvær (Eds.) 

Deltakelse på fritiden [Leisure participation]. Oslo, Fagbokforlaget, pp 23-38 

Tøssebro, J (2015) Mot et likeverdig fellesskap? [Towards equal participation?] Dahle, S & Torgauten, t (eds) 

Helt med! [Join in!] Oslo, Gyldendal akademisk, pp. 89-102 

Tøssebro, J. & Wendelborg, C. (2014). Oppvekst med funksjonshemming – livsløp, familie og overganger. 

[Growing up with disability – life course, family and transitions], Oslo, Gyldendal 

Tøssebro, J (2014) Trender i utviklingshemmetes levekår og deltakelse. [Trends in the living conditions and 

participation of intellectually disabled people]. I Ellingsen, K. (red) Utviklingshemming og deltakelse. 

Oslo, Universitetsforlaget, pp 52-82 

Tøssebro, J. (2010) Hva er funksjonshemming. [What is disability?] Oslo: Universitetsforlaget  

 

 

A number of research reports published by NTNU Social Research (not listed). 

 

Translations into Japanese, Finnish and Polish (not listed) 

 


